Care and
Maintenance of
your Deck
________________________________________________________________________

Spring is the best time to think about pressure washing your deck. It is best to get to it
before your shrubs and blooming plants are big enough to be susceptible to water and
bleach and big feet. Pressure washing and staining your deck is an easy and inexpensive
way to bring new life to an area of your home that can be enjoyed so much this time of
year. Pressure washing will remove unsightly mildew and bring the wood color back to a
neglected deck. Treating it with a quality stain will protect it from sun and harsh weather.
Deck treatment will seal the wood and keep it from "checking", fading and deteriorating.
And, it will make it look great!
Deck Health Check
Check for loose boards or rotted wood. Replace any damaged wood that you find and nail
down any loose boards. Make sure your deck is strong and sturdy and that the support
posts are in good condition. Depending on the age of the deck, this should be done once a
year prior to pressure washing.
Pressure Washing
The first step in caring for your deck is to pressure wash it on a regular basis. Once a year
is usually sufficient if the deck is treated. If your deck is susceptible to tree residue and/or
mold, you may want to do it more often. When pressure washing be careful not to apply
too much force as it may damage the wood.
Staining Your Deck
The next step in caring for your deck is to apply a coat of top quality deck stain. Cabot
Stains are an excellent choice as they hold up well and go on easily. Read the directions
on the can and follow them carefully. In most cases your deck will need to be clean and
dry when applying the stain. It is also often recommended that only one coat be applied.
A coat of quality deck stain will allow the water to bead when it rains and protect the
wood from excess moisture and sun.

