Care and
Maintenance of
your Paver Patio
________________________________________________________________________
A Paver patio looks beautiful when it's new. After a few seasons of harsh weather and
backyard parties, pavers start to show the strain.
Broken Pavers
Check for any cracked or chipped pavers. Hopefully, when you installed your pavers you
bought extras just in case. Replace the damaged pavers. If your pavers are set with an
adhesive or Polymeric sand, removal will be more difficult, but not impossible. Carefully,
using a hammer and chisel, break out and remove the old paver and replace with a new
one.
Stain Removing
Use dishwashing soap and water with a stiff bristle brush to scrub away stains and just to
give the pavers a good wash. If you have an oil based stain, soak up as much of the stain
as possible with kitty litter. Leave the kitty litter on overnight and sweep up. Use a
degreasing product such as Lestoil and a scrub brush. If the stain is deep, it may be easier
to just replace the paver.
If you have rust stains on your pavers use care in choosing a product or remedy. Many of
these home used cleaners can actually damage your pavers depending on the paver
material. If dishwashing detergent, hot water and a stiff brush don't remove the stain,
your best bet is to go to a home improvement store and buy a product specifically made
for your type of pavers. To avoid rust stains, make sure your metal patio furniture or grill
feet are sealed with a rust inhibiting product.
Paint stains can be removed with a paint thinner. Apply paint thinner to the stain with a
rag and carefully scrape the paint stain away. Make sure you wash the area well after you
clean the stain.
Sealing Pavers
Allow your pavers to completely dry. Apply a sealer specifically made for your type of
pavers. Do not allow anyone to use the patio until the area is completely dry.

Regular cleaning, weeding and replacement of broken pavers will keep your patio
looking as good as new. Pressure washing is not recommended for pavers. The force of
the water is damaging.

